
A.k.a. “why would a small island in the English Channel want or need a digital ID 
scheme”
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Here we are in the English Channel. Compared to the Isle of Wight we’re about a third 
of the size.

You’ll also notice how much closer we are to France than to the UK. We’re only 14 
miles from the Normandy coast. Jersey was historically part of Normandy, and in 
1066 William the Duke of Normandy invaded England at the Battle of Hastings to 
become King of England. For the following 133 years, the Kings of England were also 
the Dukes of Normandy.

In 1204 the Duke of Normandy lost Normandy to the King of France. Jersey became a 
disputed territory, but chose to remain loyal to the King of England (King John). King 
John kept the Channel Islands as his “personal possessions” rather than incorporating 
them into England.

As it was impractical to govern the Channel Islands remotely from London, successive 
kings issued Royal Charters that laid down how Jersey and Guernsey should govern 
themselves, largely autonomously. One of those charters (issued by Elizabeth 1) 
forbade Jersey from levying any taxes beyond what was needed for the public good. 
This has ensured that Jersey has low taxation and helped the formation of our finance 
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industry.

The Channel Islands remain loyal to the crown, and are part of the British Isles, but 
are not part of England or the UK. Since we are not part of the UK we are not part of 
the EU. We have no representation in the UK or EU parliaments.

Jersey sets its own laws and raises its own taxes.
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And this is what Jersey looks like. This image was taken by a NASA satellite.

Most of the island is farmland, home of the famous Jersey cow and the Jersey Royal 
potato.

The island is only 9 miles by 5, but has a population of 100,000 people, with the split 
of nationalities as follows: British - Jersey born 50%, British – born in the rest of the 
British Isles 31%, Portuguese 7%, Polish 3%

The built up area is the town of St. Helier, the four square miles where a third of 
those people live – that’s a population three times denser than central London. It is 
also home to an international finance centre which manages £128bn of bank deposits 
and £228bn of funds.
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Jersey is not subject to UK/EU VAT, but has its own equivalent (Goods and Services 
Tax) but it is only 5%.

The Jersey Financial Services Commission is the regulator, rather than the FCA
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Jersey has instigated an eGovernment programme which aims to improve the 
efficiency of our government, reducing costs and improving customer service.
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We are at the mid-way stage of the programme. There are a range of ‘foreground 
projects’ which are the online services that Islanders will be more obvious and 
interact with, and some ‘background projects’ which put in place platform elements 
which the users will benefit from but need not be conscious of.

We have also put in place a ‘design authority’ to help make sure that all our systems 
are interoperable and in line with our agreed direction.
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One of the main drivers for digital ID is to enable Jersey personal taxpayers to 
complete their annual tax return online. We can only introduce an ‘online tax 
account’ from January 2018 if we can introduce a digital ID scheme in 2017.

There are a range of other online services which are only possible if we have verified 
users’ indentities.
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